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CCH Nurse, Carrie Prokopec, Receives Nurses Making a Difference Award 
 
 
For Immediate Release 
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) – Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) nurse, Carrie Prokopec, is one of 
four Nebraska nurses to receive a 2019 Nurses Making a Difference Award from the Nebraska 
Center for Nursing. 
 
The Nebraska Center for Nursing was established by the Nebraska Legislature in 2000 to 
address issues of supply and demand for nurses. It also creates recognition and reward 
opportunities for Nebraska nurses as part of its mission to ensure that Nebraskans have access 
to a well-prepared and diverse nursing workforce.  
 
Each year, the Nebraska Center for Nursing honors four licensed practical nurses or registered 
nurses in Nebraska for their contributions to the nursing profession and their communities. To 
be nominated, nurses must have shown that they advance the nursing profession, and through 
their work and volunteer activities, they enhance the health and well-being of community 
members.  
 
Prokopec was honored this year along with Jennifer Baumert of Elkhorn, Echo Koehler of 
Omaha and Brodi Willard of Blair.  
 
“At Columbus Community Hospital, we make it a priority to hire the best and the brightest and 
Carrie is an example of that,” said Mike Hansen, CCH president and CEO. “She is very much 
deserving of this award thanks to her commitment to providing the best possible care to 
patients when they need it most.”  
 
Prokopec is a certified emergency nurse who has worked at CCH since 2007. She became 
trained as a sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE) in 2011. SANE nurses are specially trained to 
assess sexual assault victims who enter the emergency room. 
 
“Since receiving her SANE training, Carrie has proven herself to be a leader in this field, not just 
at our hospital, but on an area and state level as well,” said Dorothy Bybee, RN, MSN/MBA-HC, 
NEA-BC, vice president of patient care services/chief nursing officer.  
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Prokopec is the only nursing representative on a six-county Community Response Team, and in 
this role, she has worked to ensure that all law enforcement personnel, legal aides and 
advocates follow appropriate processes for sexual assault and abuse victims.  
 
She has also organized and led the process to have a SANE-trained RN available at all times at 
CCH. Thanks to her commitment to collecting accurate documentation in sexual assault and 
abuse cases, CCH will be the first hospital in Nebraska to receive a Fernico Cortexflo Medical 
Camera System for the collection of evidence.  
 
Prokopec’s commitment to providing exceptional patient care has also been recognized on a 
state level when she was selected to work with the Nebraska Human Trafficking Task Force.  
 
In addition to her work at CCH, Prokopec also serves on the board for the Center for Sexual 
Assault and Domestic Violence Survivors and is an active member of the Emergency Nurses 
Association.  
 
Prokopec was nominated for this award by Sue Deyke, MSN, RN, CEN, CCH emergency 
department director and emergency manager.  
 
For more information on Prokopec or CCH’s SANE program, visit www.columbushosp.org.  
 
 

### 
 
 

http://www.columbushosp.org/

